
„On speaking terms with God‰ 
 
 
There are times in our lives when communication ends between us and someone else.  We may 
choose not to talk to them for one reason or another or they may choose not to talk to us for one 
reason or another.  Those reasons can vary.  We may have said something or done something to 
hurt that person.  Their response is to clam up and avoid us.  Someone may have hurt us so we 
respond in the same negative way.  Nothing is accomplished.  The strain in the relationship is 
allowed to linger until someone is willing to break the ice, so to speak, and forgive the other.   
 
There are other times we will not talk with someone because we feel inadequate or unequal, not 
deserving of their time and attention.  We may reach a point after doing something worthwhile 
for that person when we feel comfortable in approaching them and speaking to them.  This is a 
performance-based relationship.  I have found myself in this situation many times throughout my 
life.  IÊve convinced myself that itÊs permissible to talk with someone only because I did 
something for them, first.  ThatÊs not a healthy relationship.   
 
Years ago, I played softball for several teams.  I was a pitcher and a pretty consistent hitter.  The 
team could count on me to field my position, throw strikes, and get base hits regularly.  If I 
played a mediocre game, I would feel as if I let the team down.  After such a performance, I 
would not hang around after the game with my teammates.  I didnÊt feel worthy or deserving of 
their conversation and camaraderie.  If I played well, I felt it was okay to stick around and chat.   
 
No one on the team felt this way towards me.  It was all my doing.  Many friendships IÊve 
developed have been based on „performance‰.  Only after doing something worthwhile for 
someone, did I feel it was okay to accept their friendship.  Fortunately, not all of my relationships 
were based on this thinking.  There are people in my life who have proven beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that they accept me as a friend not for what I can do for them, but for who I am. 
 
ItÊs those types of relationships that enable me to understand God a little better.  People 
throughout history have had all sorts of ideas and perceptions on who God is and how He 
accepts us.  Many think of Him as a celestial „meanie‰ who demands the harshest things from us 
in order to win His favor.   We dare not approach Him until we have done all kinds of things first 
to deserve a glance our way.  Our human interactions and misconceptions make it difficult for us 
to see God clearly and to understand what He actually does think of us.   
 
We wonÊt talk with God because we feel unworthy of his attention.  We may not talk with Him 
because we know we have let Him down, time and time again.  We may not talk with Him 
because we wrongly assume that HeÊs so fed up with us and either no longer cares or is just plain 
angry with us.  So, the years go by without so much as a word from our mouths to God because 
of our mistaken viewpoint.   
 
ItÊs at this point when we need to stop thinking of God as a selfish person or a celestial „meanie‰ 
and get to know who He really is and how He does feel about each one of us.  It doesnÊt matter 
how many mistakes weÊve made He will always forgive.  He doesnÊt act like you and I would act.  
He doesnÊt hold grudges or get miffed.  IÊm sure He can be disappointed at times, but He is 
always reaching out to us to accept us.   
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Unlike many church doctrines and beliefs, many religions and philosophies, there is not one thing 
we can do to earn gold stars with God.  Depriving ourselves, punishing ourselves, doing good 
deeds, are all useless attempts to win GodÊs favor and a place in Heaven.  We need to get back to 
the basics, approach God differently than we approach people, and accept what He has done for 
us (not what weÊve done for Him).   
 
ItÊs miserable to be on the outs, not on speaking terms with someone, isnÊt it?  ItÊs even worse 
when itÊs with God.  IÊm glad to be on speaking terms with God.  I can talk to Him anytime, 
anywhere.  And, the best part?  He listens and responds. 


