
„Bad things happen to good people‰ 
 
 
Bad things do happen to „good‰ people.  We must accept that.   I donÊt know who that 
poor misguided person was who first asked that question, „Why do bad things happen to 
good people?‰ Why not?   
 
Is there some mysterious force at work in our world that randomly decides to exempt 
those who are „good‰ from the human condition?  Certainly not!  Are people who 
qualify as „good‰ immune from sickness, injury, pain, and suffering?  No.  Where is it 
written or promised by God or the gods of any religion, that good people lead a bubble-
wrapped life, shielded from the woes of this world?   
 
While weÊre at it, perhaps we should define what qualifies a person as „good‰.  If I were 
to ask one hundred people worldwide what their definition of a good person is, I daresay 
that I would receive one hundred different definitions.  Someone may say a good person 
is one who goes to church every Sunday morning.  I know people who „religiously‰ (pun 
intended) attend church every Sunday morning, but are among the most prejudiced, 
biased, and foul-mouthed people IÊve ever met.   
 
Another might define a good person as one who volunteers their time helping others.  
Outside of that activity they are a mean vindictive person to family and friends.  In a 
different country, a good man may be considered as one who seldom beats his wife and 
children or one who takes good care of his many wives.  Huh?  A person who is only 
somewhat selfish and selectively friendly, with only moderate addictions may be someone 
elseÊs idea of a good person. 
 
Then, of course, there are those people who obviously are viewed as „good‰ people no 
matter your perspective or belief.  These people are admired and respected by everyone.  
Their reputations are impeccable. They represent the ideal.  Good is certainly a relative 
term wouldnÊt you agree? 
 
The meaningless question we should no longer ask, „Why do bad things happen to good 
people?‰ should be replaced with this question, „What do good people do when bad 
things happen?‰  ItÊs no secret that bad things can happen to good people and will 
continue to happen because of the imperfect human condition we live in.  Our world is 
filled with disease, hatred, anger, mistrust, weakness, and suffering. These things reach 
out and affect everyone from time to time.  
 
Good people need to find a way to deal with the lot that is cast upon them.  If they do 
not, their suffering, misery, and pain increases.  They will buckle under and become 
callous and cold like everyone else.  ItÊs not an easy task to deal with the bad things that 
happen.  More often it is difficult to understand and accept.  But accept we must.   
 
Continued 
 



 
 
Back in 1993, I volunteered to go to Iowa to help people in Des Moines clean up after 
the floods.  People considered me to be a „good‰ person because of this.  It was dirty, 
filthy, hot work.  What was my reward?  A week after returning from the trip I ended up 
in isolation in the hospital for a week seriously ill with meningitis.   I suppose I could 
have asked that stupid question, „Why did this happen to me?‰  Why not I say?  I 
deliberately placed myself in harms way.  I willingly exposed myself to contamination.  
This was not GodÊs fault or anyone elseÊs fault.  I was a victim of the conditions. 
 
To this day, IÊm still dealing with the after-effects of this illness.  Complaining and being 
angry doesnÊt help.  IÊve accepted what has happened.  IÊve turned any bitterness towards 
God to gratefulness to Him that He spared me through the illness.  I say this not to 
promote myself, but to encourage you to reconsider your response and your attitude 
when something befalls you or a loved one.   
 
ItÊs actually harder I think to accept the situation when it happens to someone else you 
care about.  That is the time it becomes even more critical that we stand fast and stop 
asking stupid questions or getting angry with God.  It is our responsibility to support that 
person with encouragement and prayer.  We may not understand the „whys‰.  That is not 
our responsibility.  That belongs to God.  He, alone, knows the „whys‰.   
 
We have a choice to make when things donÊt go our way, when troubles visit, and 
tragedy strikes.  Our first response should be to ask ourselves, „What am I going to do 
now?‰   
 
Bad things do happen to „good‰ people, to „bad‰ people, to „all‰ people at one time or 
another.  ThatÊs how it is while we live here on this Earth.  There is a better day coming, 
when good things will always happen.  What we choose now determines if we qualify to 
participate in that life after this one where bad things will not happen to good people. 
 
Take care to rise above your circumstances.   
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